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All book proceeds will be donated to a fund for crash victims and their families.



Fl'ldﬂy, J“Iy 29, 2“05 — It was a beautiful summer | don't remember anything about the fiery crash. I do know I'm lucky.

morning in Connecticut’s Farmington River Valley. We were doing what we Five people died, many were injured. | broke nine bones, punctured a lung and
do hundreds of times a year: simply going to work. There was no way to got my first helicopter ride. | was on the receiving end of amazing courage and
know what was coming as we approached the traffic light at the base of kindness, came face to face with death and was, for some unfathomable reason,
Avon Mountain and the intersection — the intersection of Nod Road and granted a reprieve. As | began this journey to fill in the blanks of what happened
Routes 44 and 10, of chance and fate, of wrong place and wrong time. that day, | wasn't sure what I'd find. | did know it was something | had to do.

Because for some of us waiting at that light at the base of Avon Mountain,

This is a true story about real people, the best and the most irresponsible ife would never be the same.

among us. It's about what happened before, during and after one of the
worst crashes in Connecticut history. It’s about innocent victims and

heroes — everyday people who did extrédrdinary things, literally . .: & Mark Robinson

picking up the pieces of the broken lives left in the wake of a poorly e
maintained, uninsured, fully loaded, out-of-control Mack dump truck. — _— .y e
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West Hartford Detective Rob Magao (center), Chief Tim Vibert (left) and Medical Captain
Jeff Hogan, Farmington Fire Department, were three of hundreds of rescuers who helped
those injured in the crash.




~—~and hair, w atever | could get a f]old?)f,”'he said. "And | pulled in one big
tion. Some other quy cﬁmmm_ped me carry her to the grass.”
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Dr. Elena Tomasi, dazed and badly injured, was trapped in j _ - = Ok : : :
her burning car until West Hartford Police Officer Todd Myers e P L L R
saved her. )
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A trachea tube v_\@’mserﬁ in
A medlcal han was surgmﬁﬁy"bmdlrectl

Ramona Juan Clark holds her wedding album with a photo of her father on her wedding day.

Atright: Frank Juan’s bus surrounded by other vehicles that were in the truck’s path on Rte 44.
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and did what she bel

The witness, Yvette Melling (right), and the juror who believed her, Jon Warren.




Cleanup crews still working after sunset, about 13 hours after the crash on July 29, 2005.



